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Benioff, David.  City of Thieves - Seventeen-year-old Lev Beniov, having been arrested for 

looting the corpse of a German paratrooper, is given the opportunity to be released from jail if he, 

along with a soldier imprisoned for desertion, can secure twelve eggs to be used in the colonel's 

daughter's wedding cake by traversing the dangerous streets of Leningrad. 

 

Boyne, John.  The Boy at the Top of the Mountain - A young orphan ends up living in Hitler's 

home during WWII. 

 

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas - Bored and lonely after his family moves from Berlin to a 

place called "Out-With" in 1942, Bruno, the son of a Nazi officer, befriends a boy in striped pajamas who 

lives behind a wire fence. 

 

Brook, Rhidian.  The Aftermath - Assigned to oversee the reconstruction of Hamburg in the 

tumultuous year following World War II, Colonel Lewis Morgan grieves the loss of his son while 

living with his family in the home of a German widower, an arrangement that forces both families to 

confront their passions and true selves. 

 

Doerr, Anthony.  All the Light We Cannot See - A blind French girl and a German boy whose 

paths collide in occupied France try to survive the devastation of World War II. 

 

Dogar, Sharon.  Annexed:  a Novel - Retells the story of Anne Frank from the perspective of 

Peter, who overcomes an initial loathing for the precocious young diarist before falling in love with 

her and questioning his faith in light of frightening persecutions. 

 

DueRnas, Maria. The Time in Between - Sira Quiroga, having followed her lover to Morocco, bound 

for an exotic life, but been abandoned there just as World War II was starting, finds herself alone and 

penniless and must become a courtier and return to Madrid, where she designs clothes for the wives of 

Nazi officers and becomes entangled in a world of espionage and political conspiracy. 

 

Gratz, Alan.  Prisoner B-3087 - Based on the life of Jack Gruener, this book relates his story 

of survival from the Nazi occupation of Krakow, when he was eleven, through a succession of 

concentration camps, to the final liberation of Dachau. 

 

Refugee - Although separated by continents and decades, Josef, a Jewish boy livng in 

1930s Nazi Germany; Isabel, a Cuban girl trying to escape the riots and unrest plaguing her country 

in 1994; and Mahmoud, a Syrian boy in 2015 whose homeland is torn apart by violence and 

destruction, embark on harrowing journeys in search of refuge, discovering shocking connections 

that tie their stories together. 

 

Graudin, Ryan.  Wolf By Wolf - The first book in a duology about an alternate version of 1956 

where the Axis powers won WWII, and hold an annual motorcycle race across their conjoined 

continents to commemorate their victory. 



 

Hesse, Monica.  Girl in the Blue Coat - In 1943 Nazi-occupied Amsterdam, teenage Hanneke--a 

'finder' of black market goods--is tasked with finding a Jewish girl a customer had been hiding, who 

has seemingly vanished into thin air, and is pulled into a web of resistance activities and secrets as 

she attempts to solve the mystery and save the missing girl. 

The War Outside - Teens Haruko, a Japanese American, and Margot, a German American, form a 
life-changing friendship as everything around them starts falling apart in the Crystal City family internment camp 
during World War II. 
 

Ishiguro, Kazuo.  Remains of the Day - The life of Stevens, an aging English butler, changes 

after three decades of service to the same man. 

 

Kelly, Martha Hall.  Lilac Girls - New York socialite Caroline Ferriday has her hands full with her 

post at the French consulate and a new love on the horizon. But Caroline's world is forever changed 

when Hitler's army invades Poland in September 1939--and then sets its sights on France. 

 

Keneally, Thomas.  Schindler’s List - The true story of a man who took incredible risks and 

spent his considerable fortune to build a factory camp to protect Jews in World War II Germany. 

 

McEwan, Ian.  Atonement -Imaginative thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis, misinterpreting a scene 

between her older sister Cecilia and Robbie Turner, the housekeeper's son, later accuses Robbie of 

a crime she has no proof he committed and spends years trying to atone for her actions.  Set during 

World War II in England and in France during the Battle of Dunkirk. 

 

Morris, Heather.  The Tattooist of Auschwitz - Based on the true story of Lale and Gita 

Sokolov, two Slovakian Jews, who survived Auschwitz and eventually made their home in Australia. 

In that terrible place, Lale was given the job of tattooing the prisoners marked for survival, 

literally scratching numbers into his fellow victims' arms in indelible ink to create what would 

become one of the most potent symbols of the Holocaust. Lale used the infinitesimal freedom of 

movement that this position awarded him to exchange jewels and money taken from murdered Jews 

for food. 

 

Cilka’s Journey - Cilka is just sixteen years old when she is taken to Auschwitz-Birkenau 

Concentration Camp, where the commandant immediately notices how beautiful she is. Forcibly 

separated from the other women prisoners, Cilka quickly learns that power, even unwillingly taken, 

equals survival. When the war is over and the camp is liberated, freedom is not granted to Cilka. 

She is charged as a collaborator for sleeping with the enemy and sent to a Siberian prison camp. In 

Siberia, Cilka faces challenges both new and horribly familiar, including the unwanted attention of 

the guards. But when she meets a kind female doctor, Cilka is taken under her wing and begins to 

tend to the ill in the camp, struggling to care for them under brutal conditions 

 

Ondaatje, Michael.  The English Patient - The stories of four people reveal themselves during 

the final moments of World War II in a deserted Italian villa. 

 

Pearce, A. J. Dear Mrs. Bird - London, 1940. Emmeline Lake is doing her bit for the war effort, 

volunteering as a telephone operator with the Auxiliary Fire Services. When Emmy sees an 



advertisement for a job at the London Evening Chronicle, her dreams of becoming a Lady War 

Correspondent suddenly seem achievable. But the job turns out to be working as a typist for the 

fierce and renowned advice columnist, Henrietta Bird. Emmy is disappointed, but gamely bucks up 

and buckles down. Mrs. Bird is very clear: letters containing any Unpleasantness must go straight in 

the bin. But when Emmy reads poignant notes from women who may have Gone Too Far with the 

wrong men, or who can't bear to let their children be evacuated, she is unable to resist responding. 

As the German planes make their nightly raids, and London picks up the smoldering pieces each 

morning, Emmy secretly begins to write back to the readers who have poured out their trouble 

 

Rosnay, Tatiana De.  Sarah’s Key - On the anniversary of the roundup of Jews by the French 

police in Paris, Julia is asked to write an article on this dark episode and embarks on an investigation 

that leads her to long-hidden family secrets and to the ordeal of Sarah. 

 

Sepetys, Ruta.  Between Shades of Gray - In 1941, Lina and her family are pulled from their 

Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a 

prison camp while she fights for her life, vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers. 

 

 Salt to the Sea - As World War II draws to a close, refugees try to escape the war's 

final dangers, only to find themselves aboard a ship with a target on its hull. 

 

Ashes in the Snow - In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from 
their Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a 
prison camp while she fights for her life, vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers by 
burying her story in a jar on Lithuanian soil. Based on the author's family, includes a historical note. 
 

Shaffer, Mary Ann & Annie Barrows. The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society 

- In 1946, writer Juliet Ashton finds inspiration for her next book in her correspondence with a 

native of Guernsey, who tells her about the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, a book 

club born as an alibi during German occupation. 

 

Sharenow, Robert.  The Berlin Boxing Club - In 1936 Berlin, fourteen-year-old Karl Stern, who 

is considered Jewish despite a non-religious upbringing, learns to box from the legendary Max 

Schmeling while struggling with the realities of the Holocaust. 

 

Shattuck, Jessica.  The Women in the Castle - Amid the ashes of Nazi Germany's defeat, 

Marianne von Lingenfels returns to the once-grand castle of her husband's ancestors, an imposing 

stone fortress now fallen into ruin following years of war. The widow of a resistor murdered in the 

failed July 20, 1944, plot to assassinate Adolf Hitler, Marianne plans to uphold the promise she 

made to her husband's brave conspirators: to find and protect their wives, her fellow resistance 

widows. 

 

Styron, WIlliam.  Sophie’s Choice - The gripping, unforgettable story of Stingo, a 22-year-old 

writer; Sophie, a survivor of the Nazi camps; and Nathan, her mercurial lover. The three friends 

share magical, heart-warming times until doom overtakes them as Sophie's and Nathan's darkest 

secrets are revealed. 

 



Sullivan, Mark.  Beneath a Scarlet Sky - In 1940s Italy, teenager Pino Lella joins an 

underground railroad helping Jews escape over the Alps and falls for a beautiful widow, he also 

becomes the personal driver of one of the Third Reich's most powerful commanders. 

 

Van Alkemade, Kim. Orphan #8 - In 1919, four-year-old Rachel Rabinowitz is placed in the 

Hebrew Infant Home where Dr. Mildred Solomon is conducting medical research on the children. Dr. 

Solomon subjects Rachel to an experimental course of X-ray treatments that establish the doctor's 

reputation while risking the little girl's health. Now it's 1954, and Rachel is a nurse in the hospice 

wing of the Old Hebrews Home when elderly Dr. Solomon becomes her patient. Realizing the power 

she holds over the helpless doctor, Rachel embarks on a dangerous experiment of her own design. 

Before the night shift ends, Rachel will be forced to choose between forgiveness and revenge. 

 

Wein, Elizabeth.  Code Name Verity - In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied 

France and the survivor tells a tale of friendship, war, espionage, and great courage as she relates 

what she must to survive while keeping secret all that she can. 

 

Rose Under Fire - When young American pilot Rose Justice is captured by Nazis and sent 

to Ravensbrück, the notorious women's concentration camp, she finds hope in the impossible 

through the loyalty, bravery, and friendship of her fellow prisoners. 
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